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APRIL

Birthdays/anniversaries

9 – Johnnie Flowers

16 – William Barnes

22 – Bob Braswell

23 – Jamie Swafford

28 – Jerry Neal

A Maundy Thursday Service will be April 1st with open communion starting at 6 PM and service following at 6:30 PM.  Please attend and remember the heavy price Jesus paid for our salvation.

Easter Sunday, April 4th:

Our second Challenge Sunday – invite friends and family to attend with you

7:00 AM – sunrise service at the cross in the front yard

Following – breakfast in the fellowship hall

9:45 – Sunday School

11:00 – worship service including a mini cantata

Following – Easter egg hunt near the playground

Walk for Hunger will be Sunday, April 11th with the rain date of April 18th.  See Shirley Flowers for a form if you plan to walk.  If walking isn’t your “thing” sponsor someone else.  All the proceeds go to the United Church Ministries.  You can also donate canned or nonperishable foods to United Church Ministries food bank by putting your items in the box just inside the kitchen door.
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Ladies – mark your calendars for the Mother Daughter banquet May 8th at 7:00 PM in the fellowship hall.  The cost is $5.00 per person.  Come and enjoy fellowship, supper, and a program.  More details will be in the May newlet

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

1 To everything there is a season A time for every purpose under heaven: 2A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted; 3A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up; 4A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; 5A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; 6A time to gain, And a time to lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; 7A time to tear, And a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; 8A time to love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace.

   To me, one of the most dramatic times of the year has always been spring. It certainly is a season of great change. It is clearly evident in the world around us that in spring change is taking place. We see trees begin to bud, flowers peek out from winter hiding places, and new life appear in rivers and streams.  We often see new life in the animals around us as little ones are born. A season of growth is kicked off by this time of spring.

   One of the most dramatic events in a Christian’s life is the change that they experience with Salvation. The Bible calls them a “new creation.” The old life with its decay and sin is gone. This is not to suggest that Christians are ever perfect and do not sin, but they have a way to accomplish something extraordinary: forgiveness from the Father, the One they ultimately wronged. You see, a dead person cannot be forgiven - not really. To be forgiven - truly forgiven - one has to ask for and receive the forgiveness. A dead person can do neither. Their season is over. There is only hope and life in Christ.

    As the Church is composed of individuals, so too does it have its seasons.  The Church too can have a season of spring.  The hope of a Church must rest in Christ. The root must be in Christ. Far too often it seems, churches - like people - remain rooted in the past. They stay stuck in a season. We glory in the past, see it as our root, and forget Who really started, bought, and paid for the Church - Jesus Christ.  Yes, our roots are important, just as those of the oak or rose.  However, the oak nor the rose focus on their roots when it is spring.  Instead, they each work to create new life.  Individually, we can do nothing. Together in Christ, we can ignite the world and show them what true love is about. 

     Which season are we in? 

     I think the choice is up to us.                   –Pastor Gordon

