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August and September, 2010

From a devotional email I receive with my comments afterward:

“John 18:3-6 Judas then, having received the <Roman> cohort, and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that where coming upon Him, went forth, and said to them, "Whom do you seek?" 5 They answered Him, "Jesus the Nazarene." He said to them, "I am <He>." And Judas also who was betraying Him, was standing with them. 6 When therefore He said to them, "I am <He>," they drew back and fell to the ground. (NASB) 

In this passage, we have what would appear from a human standpoint to be a very one-sided confrontation. A Roman cohort contained 300-600 men, plus temple guards for good measure, all coming to arrest Jesus. Jesus has been suffering under such stress that the capillaries in various parts of his body have burst. One physically weakened man against 300+ trained soldiers. The odds-makers would have a hard time coming up with numbers big enough, I suspect. Note that the word "He" in "I am He" is supplied by the translator. It is not in the original text, but provided for clarity. I present an alternative that the word was never there or spoken. Jesus was simply speaking His name, as He identified Himself to Moses in the burning bush, I AM.



Picture the sight: The twelve 

disciples are looking at insurmountable odds, and in fear for their lives. Still they are staying because Jesus is standing so calmly. The soldiers probably feel a little silly, 300+ to 1, but dutifully they comply. Jesus speaks His mighty name, and His adversaries' pawns go over like bowling pins. The disciples blink as they witness Jesus showing them and His opponents that He is in total control of the events. The soldiers come to their senses, finding lanterns spilt and 

flames from dropped torches 

licking their garments.

The odds-makers would have gone broke. It is only as Jesus consents to be taken -- only after His name is spoken a second time and the cohort winces in anticipation for the blow that does not come -- that they lead Him away. Jesus was simply bowing to the will of the Father, and the plan laid down in eternity past that would free us for His glory. Amen.”

How often do we truly emulate Jesus? We look at the world, look at the odds, and become fearful. How often do we say, “We have NEVER done that before” and do not attempt anything for God’s Glory because we are fearful of the unknown? How often do we quit the race all the while knowing He has told us we are already victorious? If we truly believed what we say we do, we would act accordingly. There are no odds too great for Him and He is with us even now. It is no accident that Christ says He is I Am - He is IN there with us, helping us to accomplish His tasks. God does not say He is the God of “I Was,” nor “I Will Be” - He is the God of now. 

What are you waiting for?

-Pastor Gordon
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From Kim Flanagan - the Christian Education Director

It is already time for children of all ages to go back to school.  From preschool to college, teachers and students are gearing up for another academic year.  Stores are selling back-to-school supplies at bargain prices.  Clothes are being examined, altered, or replaced to fit new sizes.

There is an excitement in the air for new beginnings; an anticipation of what is to come.

Why can’t we catch some of that excitement at church?

Maybe it’s time to have a “back-to-school” attitude toward church.  Pick up the Bible and read it with the same enthusiasm children have upon receiving their new textbooks for the year.  Eagerly attend Sunday school, worship service, and Bible study just as children bound out of bed for that first day of school.  Greet friends as you fellowship together in God’s house as students chatter to friends old and new.  Study God’s Word in Sunday school, worship service, Bible study, and yes, even as “homework” as though you were being tested on the information gleaned from the pages and lectures.  Examine your heart for needed repairs as children of God.

Fall is an exciting time.  It is a time of transition from summertime memories to holiday traditions.  Capture this excitement for things of God.  Let the appearance of those big yellow school buses on the roads remind you of what we should be about.  Just as Jesus said, “Let the children come unto me and forbid them not,” and “We must have faith as a little child,” let us be like children in that we are thrilled to be “going back” and starting a whole new time of opportunities.

If God gave grades to people for following Christ’s examples, what would your report card say about you?
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Birthdays & Anniversaries:

 AUGUST:

13 – Teresa Knox

16 – Jason Glisson

24 – Johnnie  & Shirley Flowers

29 – Teresa Oglesby

SEPTEMBER:

1 – Gordon & Kim Flanagan

4 – Ladd & Teresa Oglesby

16 – Rob Webb

20 – Marilyn Jackson

20 – Nora Johnson

23 – Davy & Brandy Knox

24 – Brandy Knox

26 - Lisa Lamm

CALLING ALL CHILDREN!

All children are welcome to attend a special evening Sunday, August 8th beginning at 4PM.  We will meet at the church for a devotion and singing practice.  Then, it’s off to Chuck E. Cheese on Berkley for pizza and games.  This will be the first “field trip” with the money raised during VBS.  Hope all the VBS kids can go!
HOMECOMING – Sept. 12th
Mark your calendars and plan to be at Northview on Sunday, September 12th for homecoming.  A covered dish lunch will be held in the fellowship hall immediately following the 11 AM worship service.  Edsel Hooks will be the guest speaker for this event.
.
Sunday, Sept. 26th – Invite Someone

Everyone is encouraged to invite friends, family, and anyone else they meet to attend the next sermon series “Your Money Matters” beginning Sunday, Sept. 26th.  Pass out the invitation cards and plan on bringing lots of folks in to Northview.  May God have the Glory!

REVIVAL – Sept. 26-29

Brian Rogers will be our guest speaker for the fall revival services beginning Sunday, September 26th at 7 PM and continuing through Wednesday, September 29th.  Please be in prayer for this event that God may truly send revival to Northview.
Barbecue!!

There will be a BBQ supper Saturday, September 18th in the fellowship hall.  Complete menu, times, and prices will be in the bulletin and on the church website closer to this date.  Help sell some tickets and come enjoy the food and fellowship.  Eat in or take out and help Northview reach out to our community.

THANK YOU!

A huge THANK YOU goes out to everyone who worked during Vacation Bible School.  It was a fun week with 7 children and 14 adults learning to ask questions and turn to God for the answers.  Again, thanks for all the hard work and prayers.  During the Rope ‘N Ride sponsorship and “panning for gold” during the week of VBS, the children raised around $275.  Since the thunderstorm prevented the horse from attending the family night, this money will be used for missions and children’s events this fall. Thank you to everyone!

“Sing-spiration!!” 

Come to Trinity Baptist Church Hwy. 111 S. at 7 PM Saturday, August 7 for the annual Sing-spiration.  Northview’s choir under the direction of Lisa Lamm will perform “in the Presence of Jehovah” with soloist Stacy Knox and “Look for Me at Jesus’ Feet” with soloist Bob Braswell. The Northview Ladies Trio (Lisa Lamm, Stacy Knox, and Kim Flanagan) will sing “O Come Angel Band.”  Please attend, enjoy the music of all the participating church choirs, small groups, and soloists.  Support our choir members with your time and prayers. 

[image: image4.wmf]
General Board Meeting

There will be a meeting of the general board of Northview on Sunday, August 15th at 6:30 PM.  All those who hold a position in the church are encouraged to attend.  Plans will be finalized for Homecoming and other upcoming fall events.  Let us meet, decide, and go forth for the Honor and Glory of God.

James 1:5

“Now if anyone here lacks wisdom, he should ask of God who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it shall be given to him.” 

New King James Version


