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November and December 2010

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:16
We read this familiar verse quickly, knowing it by heart, reciting it in our minds before our eyes can scan the next word.  It is a comfortable verse because we have heard it for years and remember it from childhood.  Yet, it is a powerful message!  It sums up the Gospel or Good News in one sentence.

Thanksgiving gives us a calendar day to pause and reflect on the many blessings in our lives.  ALL these come from God.  Christmas is the calendar day we celebrate when Jesus came to earth as a man, yet was fully God.  This is the ultimate present we should be most grateful for.

If God had not sent His Son, we would have no hope.  If we truly know that Jesus is our gift, we should remember to thank God everyday, but especially at this time of year.  God gave us a perfect sacrifice to substitute for us.  Jesus paid the debt we owe for our sin.  Shouldn’t we give back to Him?

As we rush through these days, we need to be mindful to pause and take time for God.  Prayer, Bible reading, and church attendance are only 3 ways we can do this.  We can give to others gifts, food, and clothing, but also a smile, hug, or listening ear.  We can give our time to God by serving others and praising Him.  

As the Christmas carol says, “Go! Tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!”  Share the Good News with everyone you meet.   As you get together with family and friends, share this message of hope.  It can

be as simple as reciting John 3:16.  It is important enough to last for eternity.

-Pastor Gordon

Birthdays/Anniversaries:

NOVEMBER  [image: image1.wmf] 

10 – Rose Krieger

14 – Kim Flanagan

29 – George Glisson

29 – Gordon Flanagan

DECEMBER   [image: image2.wmf]
11 – Addie Olson

11 – Edna Watson

19 - David & Teresa Knox

29 – Bruce Krieger

Operation Christmas Child

Fill a box or sponsor one for $7.00 to support Operation Christmas Child.  See Stacy Knox for a list of items the box should contain or give her a check made out to Samaritan’s Purse if you would rather sponsor someone else’s box.  All boxes and donations need to be at the church by Sunday, November 14th.  Help give a child a much-needed gift while helping to show them the love of Jesus – God’s gift to the world.

Poinsettias
If you would like to donate a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  Give your money to Greg Olson.  Make checks payable to the church.
PEANUT BRITTLE
The Baptist Women’s Fellowship will be making peanut brittle for 5 consecutive Wednesdays beginning Nov. 17th.  Place your orders with Stacy Knox by putting your money and an order form in an envelope.    Candy is $4.50 per pound.  Thank you for your support!

November 14th
Baptist Women’s Fellowship and Baptist Men will meet Sunday, November 14th at 5:30 PM.  General Board meeting will follow at 6:30 PM.  The slate of officers and budget for 2011 will be voted discussed until approved in preparation for the congregational meeting.
Congregational meeting
The congregational meeting will be Sunday, November 21st.  Plan to attend Sunday school, worship service, plus a soup and sandwich lunch before the meeting begins.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for bringing lunch items.  Please stay after the meeting and help decorate for Christmas.

    [image: image3.wmf]      [image: image4.wmf] [image: image5.wmf]
Thanksgiving service
Let us come into His presence with Thanksgiving and into His courts with song.

The Thanksgiving service will be Tuesday, November 23rd.  Come and be a part of thanking God for His many blessings to us.
Christmas party!

The church Christmas party is Saturday, December 4th at 7 PM in the fellowship hall.  Supper will be an all you can eat buffet for $10.50 of ham, turkey, beef, vegetables, dessert, and tea.  A short game will ensure everyone leaves with a gift.  Santa is scheduled to make his annual appearance to bring gifts for the good little children.  The children will provide a program.

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. Join in the fellowship and fun to celebrate Jesus’ birth.

Christmas cantata
The choir will perform a mini Christmas cantata on Sunday, December 19th during the morning worship service.  Come to hear The Saints and Angels Song including a solo by Stacy Knox.  The choir may be wearing new robes (depending on delivery date) from a donation by Bob Braswell.

Christmas Eve service
Plan to attend a Christmas Eve service Friday, December 24th.  There will be God’s Word in message, special music, and candle lighting as a part of this time of worship.

I was glad when they said unto me, let us go unto the house of the Lord.  There are many opportunities to be at church during the holiday season.  Come with the joy that you have for what God has done for you.

